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Students select a portion of the Galactic Plane for
of the galactic plane in search of a
strong radio source.
Why did we do it? To search for
signs of intelligent life on other
worlds.

ABSTRACT & CONTEXT BRI v e

The Goldstone Apple Valley Radio Telescope Program
(GAVRT) is a partnership between NASA’s Jet Propulsion
Laboratory and the Lewis Center for Educational Research. The
program is an authentic science investigation program for
students in grades K through 12 and offers them the ability
learn how to be a part of a science team while they are making a
real contribution to scientific knowledge.

Using the internet from their classroom, students take control
of a 34-meter decommissioned NASA radio telescope located at T =
the Goldstone Deep Space Network complex in California. iy L , | RES U LTS
Students collect data on strong radio sources and work in ! = I~
collaboration with professional radio astronomers to analyze the == )
data.
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io telescope studies. Students use the radio teleswp'e to
select a very small portion of the Milky Way Galaxy - or galactic
plane - and scan across it over and over in the lmpes of finding a
signal that is not coming from humans or radio interference. The
possibility of being the first to discover an alien signal has kept
some students searching for the past three years. Forthem to
discover something of this magnitude is like winning the lottery: p
small chance of winning - big payoff. To that end, the club is ) = .
focusing on several portions of the Milky Way where they have - ich.?::;;dm‘ﬁ;;m = - AC KN OWL E DG E M E NTS
detected a strong candidate in the past. The hope is to pick it up a eale M e We would like €0 thank Dr. Steven Levin
second and third time. If that happens, the club will be one step

closer to proving intelligent life does exist.
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