I first want to thank you for your interest in the Spitzer Research Team.  I’m glad to see you are looking for an academic challenge.  Now comes the tough part of selecting who would make the best fit for the team.  Keep in mind, just because you may perceive someone as being smarter than you, that does not necessarily mean they are or that they can work well in a team environment.
To help decide who the best candidate(s) would be, I need some more information from you.  Could you please provide me with the following information before Thursday May 1 at 2:30 PM.  You can email me your response or drop it off to me in room 104.  My email address is tspuck@mail.ocasd.org.  Please respond to the following questions in sentence/paragraph form with as much detail as you feel is necessary.  In other words, write enough to do the job, but don’t ramble on.
1. What do you plan to do after leaving high school?  If you plan to further your education, where do you hope to go to school, and what do you plan to major in?

2. Would you be willing to take Science Special Topics or Space Science next year?  If not, why?

3. What do you feel are your strengths as a person, and as a student?

4. What do you feel are your weaknesses as a person, and as a student?

5. Why do you want to take part in this experience? (Spitzer Research Team)

6. What is it that you feel you can bring to the research team that would be beneficial?

7. Attached you will find a copy of our observing proposal.  Please read it.  You may want to read it twice.  It will make much more sense the second time around.  In no more than 100 words, I want you to summarize what we are doing and what we hope to accomplish.

8. In 100 words or less, discuss for me the advantages of the Spitzer Space Telescope and infrared astronomy over optical astronomy.

9. Give 3 teachers here in the High School or Middle School evaluation forms and ask them to return it to me, no later than Wednesday April 30.  One of the three must be a science teacher.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask.  I’m looking forward to reading your responses and working with you in the future.

Please keep in mind that a limited number of slots are available for the Pasadena experience in June.  If you are not selected for Pasadena, and you work with the project, you will be eligible for the trip to Long Beach, California in January 2009.

Best wishes,  Mr. Spuck

